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COOKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Cookham Parish Council
Held in the Community Room of the Library on Tuesday 7" July 2026

PRESENT: Clirs. L. Austin, C. Blackall, M. Brar, J. Edwards, C. Franke, M. Howard, H. Neale

Also Present: D Kanthi (Clerk), Ms Eline Van Der Velden, Mr Stephen Van Der Velden, Mr Mark
Chapman and Dug Tremellen (on Teams).

Open Forum:

Mr Chapman had sent an email today regarding the growing number of abandoned boats near Salter’s
Steamers Jetty, Bell Rope Meadow, following the sinking of a boat some 8-9 months ago. He asked
which authority should be contacted and requested the Council’s assistance. He was advised that the
Environment Agency (EA) should be approached. Clir Howard said that the Council will write to Salter’s
Steamers and the EA, copying in the local MP and the Leader of RBWM.

Clir Franke joined at 7.40pm

Clir Howard introduced proposals to upgrade Footpath 22 between the Cricket Club and the Jolly
Farmer. He said the objective is to create an all-weather off-road link between Cookham Rise and
Cookham Dean, encouraging walking and cycling, particularly for journeys to school. Mr Tremellen
explained that planning decisions are policy-led; each application is considered on its individual merits.
He considered that the improved path would not be suitable for motor vehicles and that, in his view,
planning permission would not be required for the proposed works. Clir Edwards raised concerns
regarding the choice of surface, emphasising that it should blend with the surrounding environment.
She felt that the steep nature of the path was a safety concern. Bound surfaces could be considered.
Mr Tremellen agreed to provide sample materials. Clir Edwards asked that the safety aspects should
be fully evaluated and whether there would be scope for retrospective modifications should further
concerns arise; Mr Tremellen confirmed that such changes would be possible. The potential use of
kissing gates or metal gates was discussed.

Clir Neale joined at 7.50pm

1. Apologies for Absence
Clir. B. Perry (Chairman), Clirs. C. Aisladie, N. Bedwell, T. Caen, M-L. Kellaway, R. Kellaway A-L.
Regan and L. Tull.

In absence of CliIr. B. Perry (Chairman) the meeting was chaired by Cllr. M. Howard (Vice
Chairman)

2. Declarations of Interest
None

3. To approve minutes from Council Meeting on 2nd June 2026.
These were approved.

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS - To note the minutes of the following meetings:
i. Planning Committee — 9th June 2026. These were noted.

5. FINANCE:
i. To approve payments/receipts in June 2026. These were approved.
ii. To ratify the cost of £384.00 for getting the electrical work done at the Parish
office. This was ratified.
iii.  To ratify the cost of £162.00 plus VAT for clearance of plot. This was ratified.

6. To approve cleaning of Tarry Stone seat and stone for a cost of £1075.00 plus VAT.
This was approved. It was agreed that £800 for this work shall be allocated from the budget line
item 131/132 and £275.00 from the Strategic reserves of the line item. Action: Clerk
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7. To consider a possible upgrade to public footpath 22 (cricket club to Jolly Farmers).
The proposed upgrade of Footpath 22 was discussed at length during the Open Forum.
Councillors agreed in principle to support the project and were content for it to proceed to the
next stage, subject to further investigation of safety considerations and the selection of a surface
that is appropriate to, and in keeping with, the rural character of the area.  Action: Clir Howard

8. To approve/ratify SW Transport estimated cost of £550 plus VAT for preparing a formal
response for the Crematorium application 25/03313Full.
This was approved unanimously. Action: Clerk

9. To receive an update on the Devolution of Services Contract with RBWM.
The Clerk reported that CPC has now invited tenders for the required works. Further she reported
that CPC is awaiting receipt of the contract from the RBWM. The Councillors reiterated their
previously agreed position that the contract should only be accepted once the assets have been
brought up to a satisfactory standard and are in good condition. The Clerk reported that she is
actively pursuing this matter. Clirs Brar and Howard advised that they were due to meet with
Christopher Capper from RBWM and will report back to the Council following the meeting.

10.To decide the terms of the renewal of the grazing licence on the Alleyn’s Road allotment
field.
The Clerk had circulated a draft contract for the grazing licence at Alleyn’s Lane. The terms of the
licence were agreed by the Council. It was also agreed to request 5% increase on last year’s
rent. Action: Clerk

11.To ratify the appointment of Mr Dick Scarff as a non-councillor non-voting member to the
planning committee.
This was agreed unanimously.

12.To go ahead with opening of two bank accounts: for CIL Funds and General fund for better
rate and security.
The Clerk reported that RBWM had already paid the second instalment of the Precept, which was
not due until October. She also noted that the CIL funds are currently sitting with General funds.
The Clerk recommended that, for reasons of security, improved interest returns, and to maintain a
clear separation of CIL funds from other Council finances, two additional bank accounts should
be opened. Having undertaken research into the available options, she recommended that the
accounts be opened with Redwood Bank. This recommendation was approved. It was further
agreed that the authorised signatories for the new accounts should remain the same as those
currently authorised on the Council’s Unity Trust Bank account. Action: Clerk

13.To receive an update on the design of the bins to be replaced at the Causeway and to
approve the cost of the suggested replacements.
The Clerk had circulated the designs for the two bins prior to the meeting. After discussion, the
design and cost, to come from either CIL money (Clerk to check) or line item 68 of the budget
were approved unanimously. Action: Clerk

14.To receive an update on streetlight maintenance costs and to approve payment of
£6,491.90 plus VAT to RBWM, with £2,000 to be funded from Strategic Reserves of the line
item and £4491.90 from the General Reserves.
The Clerk reported that the Council had not received any invoices from RBWM for street lighting
costs during the previous two financial years. After discussion, it was agreed that the invoice
submitted by RBWM would be paid, provided it represented the full and final settlement of all
outstanding street lighting charges up to and including the 2025 financial year. The Clerk was
also requested to investigate whether the street lighting costs could be reduced.  Action: Clerk

15.To receive an update concerning the progress on the licence agreement with Cookham
Dean Football Club.
The Clerk reported that a meeting had been held between the Chairman, the Clerk and
representatives of the Football Club. The Football Club requested a longer-term licence
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agreement to enable applications for Football Association (FA) grant funding. It was agreed that
the Chairman and the Clerk be granted delegated authority to discuss and negotiate the terms of
the licence agreement with the Football Club. Councillors also noted that the agreement should
require the Football Club to obtain the Council’s approval before submitting any grant
applications. Action: Chairman and Clerk

16.To receive a report from the Chairman and to consider whether the Council wishes to
waive its objections to the proposals by the Church Commissioners of England to build
housing on the Cemetery Field in the light of their agents’ statement that even
discussions about a cemetery extension on part of it cannot proceed unless this is done,
so that it may be possible to proceed with such discussions. If the decision is that the
Council will not withdraw its opposition, to resolve to empower the Chairman and the
Vice Chairman to discuss next steps for the Project to extend the cemetery and improve
the chapel with a view to reporting back to August Council.
After discussion, a vote was taken, and it was unanimously agreed not to waive the Council’s
objection to the proposed housing development on the Cemetery Field. It was further agreed to
delegate authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to consider the next steps and report
back to the Council at its August or September meeting.  Action: Chairman and Clir Howard

17.To consider and approve increase of deposit for new allotment holders from September
2027.
After discussion, a vote was taken on whether to increase the deposit for new allotment holders
to either £175 or £150. By a vote of 6 to 1, it was agreed that the deposit should be increased to
£175.00. Action: Clerk

18.To receive a report from the Planning Working Party and resolve to implement its
recommendations including the spending on a leaflet to be distributed to all households
in the Parish at a cost of not more than £1,000 (+ VAT) paid from general reserves’.
The Clerk had circulated the report of the Planning Working Party (PWP) meeting held on 30
June 2026, prepared by the Chairman, prior to the meeting. The Council agreed the
recommendations of the PWP, including the printing and distribution of the proposed leaflets
and spend up to a maximum of £1000.00 plus VAT It was further agreed that £375 would be
funded from Budget Line 28 (Printing), and the remaining costs, up to a maximum total
expenditure of £1,000, to be met from General Funds. Action: Chairman and Clerk

19.To receive any update on the following CPC Planning Enforcement requests to the
RBWM, and any other planning enforcement matters, and to consider any further next
steps.
CliIr Austin reported:

Erection of a shepherds hut in the rear garden without pp | This is a large Shepards hut. It
Roseleigh High Street Cookham Maidenhead SL6 9SF has come back after

Ref. No: 26/50031/ENF | Received: Thu 19 Feb enforcement was put in. Owner

2026 | Status: DC Application Submitted has submitted a Planning
Application.

Barn being erected despite ag det refusal. Enforcement has been

Coney Meadow Spade Oak Reach Cookham challenged. Clir Howard to

Maidenhead SL6 9RQ update on this.

Ref. No: 25/50263/ENF | Received: Wed 15 Oct

2025 | Status: Pending Consideration

Without planning permission the alleged change of use of
a sports pavilion to a gymnasium and indoor swimming
pool on land adjacent to Long Lane

Copas Pick Your Own By Lower Mount Farm Long Lane
Cookham Maidenhead

Ref. No: 25/50039/ENF | Received: Thu 27 Feb

2025 | Status: Pending Consideration
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Turkeys and tunnels This is now closed. Dropped out
24/50212/ENF | Conditions attached to p.p. 21/02963 of enforcements. Has gone back
have not been discharged. | Land West of Switchback to Planning.

Road North And North of Nightingale Lane Maidenhead.
Pending Consideration

Cannon Down Development Site was closed for 2 weeks.
Thames Water has confirmed
infrastructure will accommodate
70/80 houses. The builders are
still not respecting working hours.

20.Outside Bodies and Borough Councillor’s reports.
Clir Howard attended the Parish/RBWM meeting and reported that, due to time constraints, he

would circulate the relevant information to Councillors by email. Action: Clir Howard
It was reported that the equipment at AMRG needs attention-ClIr Brar to send the office the
details.

It was reported that there has been an increase in incidents of vehicles speeding. Councillors
agreed that, where possible, vehicle registration numbers should be recorded and reported to
the police. In addition, concerns were raised regarding an increasing number of electric bikes
travelling at excessive speeds along Malders Lane. It was agreed that instances of dangerous
or inappropriate use should also be reported to the police.

Clir Brar reported the Scout fair went very well and was a successful event.

21.To review Council Action list.
This was noted

22. Any other business (by permission of the Chairman and upon which no decisions may
be made).
None
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
Next meeting Tuesday 4™ August 2026 at 7.30pm in the Community Room at Cookham Library.

Signed as a true record of the meeting



