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COOKHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Cookham Parish Council
Held in the Community Room of the Library on Tuesday 5" May 2026

PRESENT: ClIr. B. Perry (Chairman), Clirs. C. Aisladie, L. Austin, C. Blackall, T. Caen, J. Edwards, C.
Franke, M. Howard, M-L. Kellaway, R. Kellaway, A-L. Regan and L. Tull.

Also Present: D Kanthi (Clerk), Elena Chiujdea from Maidenhead Advertiser, Rosemary Allan and
Hamish Neale

Open Forum

1. Election of Chairman and signing the Declaration of Office.
Clir. Aisladie proposed ClIr. Perry for the role of Chairman, seconded by Cllr. Regan. Clir. Perry
was elected as Chairman of the Council unanimously and duly signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

2. Apologies for Absence
ClIrs. Bedwell and Brar.

3. Declarations of Interest
ClIr Caen declared interest in item 28.

4. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman nominated Clir Howard for the role of Vice Chairman seconded by Clir Aisladie.
Clir Howard was elected as Vice Chairman unanimously.

The Chairman congratulated Clir Franke and his wife on behalf of the Council for the arrival of their
son.

By unanimous agreement, items 28 — 30 were brought forward.

28. Under section 1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) and under Standing
order 3d it was agreed that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted below that the public be temporarily excluded and be instructed to withdraw

This was agreed.

Part 2

29. To interview candidates and to vote upon the co-option of a Councillor to fill the vacancy
created upon the resignation of Clir. Pleming.

Ms Allan and Mr Neale were interviewed in respect of the vacancy arising from the resignation of
ClIr Pleming. Following the interviews, a vote was taken as between the candidates.. The
Chairman proposed that he would only announce the result in open session, not the votes cast;
this was agreed.

30. To revoke the resolution under item 28 and to announce the result of the Co-option vote.
This was agreed. The Chairman announced ClIr Neale as the selected candidate for the
Councillor position. Clir Edwards proposed that Ms Allan should join the Planning committee as
co-opted non-voting member. This was agreed subject to confirmation of the Council’'s power to
do so and of the correct procedure.

5. Minutes from the Council Meeting held 7th April 2026 to be approved.
These were approved with slight amendment in the draft.

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS — To note the minutes of the following meetings:



7.

8.

9.
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i. Planning Committee — 14th April 2026- These were noted.
ii. General Purpose Committee — 215t April 2026 These were noted.

Finance:
i. To approve payments/receipts to date as per the cashbook circulated to
Councillors prior to the meeting. This was approved.

ii. To ratify the following decisions made at the GP meeting in June/Oct and
Feb meetings: -
to purchase a gazebo and weights at a cost up to £300.00 from General
Reserves - this was approved.
to spend £400 to purchase bulbs in connection with the wildflower project
from Strategic Reserves - this was approved.

To spend £880+VAT in connection with hedge infill works at the Cemetery
coming out of General Reserves - this was approved.

ii. To ratify the spend of £1426.24 for the renewal of membership for BALC and
NALC 1426.24 - this was approved.

iv.  To ratify a matching contribution of up to £750 towards the fund for legal
advice started by local residents concerning barns on Poundfield. Clir
Edwards noted that this had been agreed in principle at the previous Planning
meeting. The Council agreed this.

Review and approve the Committee Structure and Terms of Reference including a change
to permit Planning committee to make decisions on spending within the budget for legal
and consultant fees for professional advice.

The Clerk had circulated the Committee Structure and terms of reference including the proposed
changes to the Planning committee terms of reference prior to the meeting. The proposed
changes were agreed subject to an amendment to increase the limit of spend to up to £1,500
instead of the proposed £1,200.

Appointment of Councillors to Committees and Working Parties.
Planning Committee

1 | Cookham Ward Clir B. Perry 6 | Cookham Dean Clir R. Kellaway
2 | Cookham Rise Clir J. Edwards 7 | Cookham Dean Clir M. Kellaway
Ward
3 | Cookham Rise Clir C. Aisladie 8 | Cookham Dean Clir H Neale
Ward
4 | Cookham Rise Clir L. Austin
Ward
5 | Cookham Rise Clir T. Caen
Ward
General Purposes Committee
1 | Cookham Ward Clir A-L Regan 6 | Cookham Rise Clir J. Edwards
Ward
2 | Cookham Rise Clir T. Caen 7 Cookham Rise Clir L. Tull
Ward Ward
3 | Cookham Rise Clir C. Aisladie 8 | Chairman Clir B. Perry
Ward
4 | Cookham Rise Clir L. Austin 9 Vice Chairman Clir M. Howard
Ward
5 | Cookham Rise Clir M. Brar 10 | Cookham Rise ClIr C Blackall
Ward Ward




Finance Committee
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1 | Cookham Ward Clir A-L Regan 6 | Chairman Clir B. Perry
2 | Cookham Dean Clir R. C | 7 | Vice Chairman Cllr M. Howard
Kellaway
3 | Cookham Rise Clir M. Brar
Ward
4 | Cookham Rise Clir T. Caen
Ward
5 | Cookham Rise ClIr C. Franke
Ward

Staffing Committee

1 | Chairman Clir B. Perry

2 | Vice Chairman Cllr M. Howard

3 | Chair of Finance Clir. R. Kellaway

4 | Cookham Rise CliIr C. Aisladie
Ward

5 | Cookham Rise CliIr L. Austin
Ward

Emergency Working Party

1 | Chairman Clir B. Perry

2 | Vice Chairman Clir M. Howard

3 | Chair of Planning | tbd

4 | Chair of Finance | tbd

5 | Chair of Staffing | tbd
Planning Working Party

1 | ClIr B. Perry

2 | ClIr M. Howard

3 | Clir J. Edwards

4 | Clir C. Aisladie

5 | ClIr. L Austin

10. Appointment of representatives on outside bodies.

Outside Body Number | Current Clir Representatives
of Clirs

BALC/DALC Executive Committee 2 CllIrs L. Austin, J. Edwards

Pinder Hall Management Committee 1 Clir N. Bedwell

Patient Participation Group 1 Clir B. Perry

Cookham Welfare Trust 2 Clirs M Brar, L. Tull

Marsh Meadow Management 2 Clirs C. Aisladie, A-L. Regan

Committee

Marlow & Maidenhead Passenger 1 C. Blackall

Assoc

Borough/Parishes Flood Liaison 2 Clirs M. Brar, M. Howard

Groups
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Maidenhead Waterways Liaison 2 Clirs B. Perry, A-L Regan
Group

Twinning Committee 2 Clirs M. Brar, M-L Kellaway
National Trust Liaison Group 2 Clirs L. Austin, C. Aisladie
RBWM Local Access Forum 1 Clir L. Tull

Allotment Association 2 Clirs J. Edwards

Friends of Battlemead Common 2 Clirs C. Aisladie, B. Perry
Group

Water Safety Groups 2 Cllrs M. Brar, M. Howard

11. Review and approve the Standing Orders.
The Council’s Standing orders were circulated prior to the meeting. They were adopted
unanimously.

12.Review and Approve the Financial Regulations.
The Council’s Financial Regulations were circulated prior to the meeting. They were adopted
unanimously.

13.Review and approve The Code of Conduct for Councillors.
The Council’'s Code of Conduct was circulated prior to the meeting. They were adopted
unanimously.

14.Review and approve the risk assessment and management policy.
The risk assessment was reviewed and agreed unanimously.

15.To approve list of fixed assets as of 31st March 2026.
The Clerk had circulated the list of fixed assets prior to the meeting. This was approved.

16.To consider and approve one of two revised tenders from contractors in connection with
extending the cemetery.
Proposals from JPP and CDS had been circulated prior to the meeting. Clir Howard proposed
that CPC should liaise with JPP at their proposed fee of £3,750 (item 2); this was seconded by
Clir Caen. The proposal was put to vote and was agreed unanimously. The Chairman proposed
and it was further agreed that the Chairman and Clir Bedwell would liaise with JPP to progress
the matter. Action: Chairman and Clir Bedwell

17.To receive a report on the creation of children Safeguarding policy.
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk are liaising on this matter and will bring a further
update to the next Council meeting. Action: Chairman and Clerk

18. To receive an update regarding awarding a contract to 4Front security to enforce the
Byelaws and AMRG rules.
The Chairman reported that the matter had been delayed due to a lack of response from the
National Trust (NT) and the current position of RBWM, which has indicated that it currently
doubts if the Byelaws apply to the Moor. This potentially raises issues relating to maintenance of
the Moor.
Clir Regan noted that Copas Farms is willing to assist with maintenance of the Moor but would
require agreement or direction from the National Trust to do so.
Clir Howard proposed that the Moor be removed from the current contract, with the possibility of
reinstating it once an agreement has been reached between CPC, RBWM, and NT.
It was agreed that the Chairman would write to Elaine Browne, Head of Legal at RBWM, in the
hope of enabling progress. Action: Chairman

The Chairman requested the suspension of Standing order 3 x. and asked permission of the
Council to extend the meeting. This was agreed.

Clir Caen left the meeting at 9.36pm.
Clir Neale left the meeting at 9.41pm.
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19.To receive an update on discussions with RBWM about notifications and payments of CIL
amounts to the Council.
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk are in discussions with RBWM over the amounts
due to this Council. The Clerk further reported that £6,389.18 has been received. The Chairman
proposed that CPC establish a separate account for CIL funds. It was also noted that options for
the allocation and use of the CIL funds would need to be considered.
Action: Clerk and Chairman

20.To receive an update on the Cannondown development.
Clir Howard reported two issues. Bellway had not adhered to the planning conditions, and had
been served a Stop Notice, as two houses were being constructed despite there being no
planning permission to build above slab level without confirmation from Thames Water that the
foul water system was adequate, which had not been received.
Secondly, since Thames Water had then stated that they considered the system sufficient for 80
houses, permission had then been granted to proceed with 80 houses, despite ongoing concerns.
Clir Howard is in contact with both Bellway and RBWM about these and other matters.
Additional concerns were raised regarding overall construction management, including a lack of
local liaison and absence of contact details, heavy goods vehicles using incorrect routes, reports
of abusive behaviour on site, and a general lack of engagement with the community. It was also
noted that, during warmer weather, there have been significant issues with dust due to
inadequate dust management. Clir Howard said that he was pursuing all of these.
It was noted with disappointment that the Cannondown site is not one of those listed under the
Considerate Contractors scheme, even though most Bellway sites are.

Clir Howard left the meeting at 10pm.

21.To approve the terms of insurance cover from June 2026.
The Clerk had circulated two insurance quotations prior to the meeting. The three-year (multi-
year) quotation from Zurich in the sum of £2,871.53 was approved. Action:
Clerk

22. To consider whether we should seek to designate Pinder Hall as a ‘community asset’.
It was noted that Pinder Hall is under financial pressure, with concerns raised regarding its
funding position and financial management. Clir Regan reported for Clir Bedwell that this
remains the case. The Chairman mentioned the meeting which he, the Vice Chairman and Clir
Bedwell had with the Pinder Hall Committee some time ago on this subject at which they had
expressed the likely wish of the Council to assist Pinder Hall on an appropriate basis. It was
agreed that CPC should discuss ways forward with the Pinder Hall Committee, which might
include designation as a community asset. It was therefore agreed that the Chairman would
liaise with Pinder Hall management to obtain further details on their current situation and how to
move forward. Action: Chairman

23.To consider and if thought fit amend the Rules and Regulations relating to the Cemetery.
And to review and approve revisions to the Cemetery charges.
The Clerk had circulated the revised Rules and Regulations and the revised Cemetery charges
prior to the meeting. Both were approved. Action: Clerk

24.To consider and approve the overdue payments of two years contributions to
WildCookham.
It was agreed that the Council would make the outstanding payments to Wild Cookham.
Action: Clerk

25.0utside Bodies, Borough Clir and Clerk’s reports.
Clir Tull reported that the MMPA AGM meeting will be held on 15th May 2026 at 7.45pm at
Bourne End Community centre and invited other councillors to attend.

26.To review the Full Council Action List.
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This was noted.

27.Any other business (by permission of the Chairman and upon which no decisions may be
made).
The Chairman noted that in her capacity of the Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor and
Maidenhead Clir Brar had officially dedicated the bench at Alfred Major Recreation Ground to
Eileen Bune and thanked her on behalf of the Council.

The Clerk requested that Councillors submit updated Registers of Interests (ROIs) should any
changes have occurred.

CPC has been invited to RBWM Parish meetings. The Chairman cannot attend any of the dates
proposed for the first such meeting. It was agreed that Clir Howard will represent CPC.

The meeting closed at 10.10 pm.

Next meeting Tuesday 2" June 2026 at 7.30pm in the Community Room at Cookham Library.

Signed as a true record of the meeting

Chairman ......oooo



