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COOKHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Cookham Parish Council 

Held in the Community Room of the Library on Tuesday 7th April 2026 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. B. Perry (Chairman), Cllrs. N. Bedwell, C. Blackall, M. Brar, J. Edwards, C. 
Franke, M. Howard, M-L. Kellaway, R. Kellaway, A-L. Regan and L. Tull. 
       
Also Present:  D Kanthi (Clerk) and five members of the public were present: Angela Smith, 
Rosemary Allan, Jane Perry, Paul Strzelecki and Elena Chiujdea from Maidenhead Advertiser.
  
Open Forum 
Mrs Smith raised concerns regarding the Cannondown development site, citing air pollution, 
noise, inadequate dust screening and general safety issues. She noted that the developer has 
not implemented appropriate shielding measures and requested that the Council formally raise 
these issues with the developer. Cllr Edwards said that the Council had already reported the 
issues. She suggested that Mrs Smith review the development conditions and report any 
breaches to Cllr Howard or RBWM. She also noted the absence of a complaints procedure or 
site information and raised safety concerns regarding lorry movements at the site. Cllr Howard 
added that Enforcement Team are engaged in the matter.  
 
Mr Strzelecki reported that the meeting agenda link on the website directed users to the 
Planning Minutes of 26 March. He further reported that he had lodged a fifth objection to the 
proposed Cancer Care Clinic.  
Mr Strzelecki also referred to the approval by RBWM of the licensing application at Kings 
Coppice Farm. In his view the licensing process is seriously flawed. He is taking that up with 
RBWM and believes he is making progress.  
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence. 

Cllrs. C. Aisladie, L. Austin, T. Caen 
 

2. Declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Regan declared an interest in item 7 and 8.  
 

3. To approve minutes from Council Meeting on 3rd February 2026.  
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
 

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS – To note the minutes of the following meetings: 
i. Planning Committee – 10th March 2026. These were noted. 

 
5. FINANCE:  

i. To approve payments/receipts in March 2026. These were approved. 
ii. To ratify spend of £20.00 for a stall at the Cookham Scout Village summer 

Fair on Saturday 20th June 2026. This was approved. 
iii. To ratify the spend of £92.56 on the trees for the cemetery. This was 

approved. 
iv. To agree the cost of inspection HAGS £65.00 and £150.00. The Clerk had 

circulated the schedule for the inspections prior to the meeting. This was 
approved.             Action: Clerk 
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v. To agree to carry out work required at the Cemetery Lodge after 

inspection from EZ property inspection. The Clerk reported that the 
property inspection report had been circulated and that the office was currently       
awaiting a quotation for the required jobs identified at the property.  
Councillors requested that the report be brought back to the next GP 
Committee meeting for further consideration.         Action: Clerk 

vi. To consider movement of funds to or from strategic reserves. 
The Clerk reported that she is gather the items from last year that need a 
ratification in the Council meeting. She said that these will be bough to the next 
Council meeting.             Action: Clerk 

 
6. To receive an update on the re-opening of Odney Weir in the light of the most 

recent communication from the Environment Agency. 
The Chairman reported that there was no further update.  

 
7. To note that the payment of £2,000 donation to the Scout Group has been made as 

agreed in the January 2026 Council meeting. 
The Clerk reported that the payment will appear on April cashbook as part of 2026/7 
spending, as previously agreed.            Action: Clerk 

 
8. To consider donation to Henry Boulding and Max Milner for World Scout Jamboree 

event. 
After considering options, it was agreed that a donation of £200 should be made to the 
Scouts Group. The payment is to be passed to Mr Boulding and Mr Milner. In return for 
the donation, the Council would request that the Scouts undertake a few volunteering 
activities for us, including planting of bulbs, gardening at the Cemetery Lodge, watering 
the Orchard, litter-picking along footpaths, and cleaning duties at the allotments. It was 
further agreed that the letter to the Scouts Group should include a request that the 
donation opportunity be publicised more widely, in order to raise awareness among 
members of the public who may also wish to contribute. Action: Chairman and Clerk 
 

9. To receive an update on the planning application for Grange Farm, 26/00354/FULL 
the traffic and general objection. 
Cllr Edwards reported that Cookham Parish Council has submitted a formal general 
objection to RBWM Planning. as well as an additional traffic objection commissioned from 
a specialist consultant. The general objection is based on three key grounds: 
a. the Council does not consider the process by which the applicant claims that the 

southern part of the site has been redesignated as Grey Belt accurate or appropriate 
b. the application fails to adequately demonstrate the additional traffic impacts arising 

from the proposed development; and 
c. the proposal does not coincide with the adopted Neighbourhood Plan. 

She further noted that writing and commissioning such objections is time consuming. 

The Chairman added it was important to appoint professionals for the precise and 

professional use of language. The Chairman concluded by formally thanking Cllr 

Edwards for the excellent work undertaken in this matter. 
 

10. To receive an update and to make any appropriate decisions relating to the 
Cannon down Road development.  

Cllr Edwards said that, as the matter had been considered at length during the Annual 

Parish Meeting and the Open Forum, there was little further to add. A number of 

planning conditions had been violated and that there appeared to be no established 

complaints procedure in place. These concerns have been formally reported to the 

Planning Department at RBWM. 
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Cllr Howard noted that there had been a backlog within the Enforcement Department 

and that several issues had been resolved during the intervening two-month period.                

It was proposed by Cllr Howard that Cookham Parish Council write a formal letter to the 

Head of the Planning Department and the Chief Executive Officer, setting out and 

highlighting the issues raised. This proposal was agreed.   Action: Planning Chairman 

and Clerk 
 

11. To consider and decide upon a response to the Borough Council consultation on 
'Public Rights of Way Milestones Statement 2026-27.  
The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that CPC should make a response, which he 
would draft and circulate for comment before submitting, in view of the close deadline. It 
was discussed and agreed that this should include connecting footpaths 53 and 65 and 
upgrading footpath 22.                 Action: Chairman 
 

12. To consider a report and proposals in connection with the Project concerning the 
cemetery and chapel for the Cookham Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

The Clerk had circulated a report prepared by the Chairman, together with two 

proposals relating to the Project. Following discussion, it was agreed that, rather than 

incurring the cost of a survey at this stage, the Council would consider first obtaining a 

basic plan for the proposed cemetery extension incorporating the required facilities. This 

plan could then be used for the negotiations with the CCE regarding the acquisition of 

the necessary land. It was further agreed that the Chairman would write to the two 

companies accordingly and report back.            Action: Chairman 
 

13. To receive an update regarding awarding a contract to 4Front security to enforce 
the Byelaws and AMRG rules. 

The Chairman noted that there was nothing further to report. CPC is waiting for a 
response from RBWM to clarify the position of The Moor.  
 

14. To receive an update on discussions with RBWM about notifications and payments 
of CIL amounts to the Council and to decide how to progress the matter. 

The Chairman reported that CPC had written to the RBWM regarding the payment of CIL. 

A response had been received from the RBWM but the information provided did not 

correspond what had been received by the Parish Council (and reported to RBWM). The 

Chairman advised that it may be necessary to undertake a review of all relevant planning 

applications submitted since 2012, including the examination of any CIL exemption 

forms, in order to establish accurate records. The Chairman requested that the 

Councillors should notify the Parish Office by email of any applications since 2012 of 

which they are aware involving new dwellings.         Action: Councillors

    

15. To receive an update on the Verges Contract. 
The Clerk reported that the office had received the Contract and Heads of Terms from 
RBWM. They are complex and difficult to interpret, apparently drafted for a contractor 
rather than for a Parish Council. She had approached other Borough and Parish 
Councils who had entered into similar contracts to seek guidance on how the document 
might be simplified and was currently awaiting their responses. Once received our team 
would notify RBWM and seek another meeting. 

 
16. Outside Bodies and Borough Councillor’s reports. 

The Chairman reported that the planting of the trees at the Cemetery had been 
completed as a joint venture with the ACI Group. He confirmed that a total of ten trees  
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had been planted on the site. The Chairman expressed his thanks to Cllrs Edwards and 
Aisladie for their excellent work on the project.      
           
The Chairman reported that the bench near Eastern Road was broken. He advised that 
the Council should take action to arrange for the necessary repairs. 

 
17. Action Checklist.  

The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council should approach the Mayor of RBWM 

to perform the dedication of the late Cllr Bune’s bench in AMRG. This was agreed. Cllr 

Brar said that in principle she would be delighted to do this before her term as Mayor 

ends on 12 May 2026. 
Cllr Edwards suggested, and it was agreed, that the Parish Council requires a 
safeguarding policy covering the use of children’s photographs and names. The 
Chairman confirmed that he would work with the Clerk to draft the policy and present it to 
the next Council meeting.     Action: Chairman and Clerk 
Cllr Regan stated that names should be redacted and that photographs should be 
removed. 
Cllr Regan said that the Daffodils that had been planted by the Council are now looking 
pretty. All speaking agreed. 

 
18. Any other business (by permission of the Chairman and upon which no decisions 

may be made). 
None. 
 

19. Under section 1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) and under 
Standing order 3d it was agreed that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted below that the public be temporarily excluded and be 
instructed to withdraw 
Noted. 
 

20. To interview candidates and to vote upon the co-option of a Councillor to fill the 
vacancy created upon the resignation of Cllr. Pleming.  

Due to personal difficulties of one of the candidates in attending, it was agreed that this 

item be carried forward to the May Council meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.30pm in the Community Room at Cookham Library.   

     
Signed as a true record of the meeting 

 
 
Chairman ………………………………………… 
 
 
Dated………………………………..   


