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1. Introduction 

This document presents a summary of the consultation undertaken in September and 
October 2021.  It is broken down to reflect the structure of and responses to questions 
posed.  It includes, in the appendix, copies of material made available during the 
consultation period. 

The purpose of the consultation was to seek feedback on the ideas generated in response 
to the first round of consultation, asking whether these were heading in the right 
direction.   

Consultation included the distribution of a summary flyer to all households in the Parish, 
placement of an advertisement in the Parish newsletter (delivered to all households), the 
printing and display of information boards located around the Parish and used at 
exhibition events.  Four staffed exhibitions were hosted which displayed this material.  
Exhibitions were held on the following days: 

• Saturday 11 September 2021, 9.30am – 12 noon, at the Countrystore / Station area 
• Saturday 18 September 2021, 9.30am – 12 noon, at The Moor 
• Saturday 18 September 2021, 1pm – 4pm, at Cookham Dean Fete 
• Saturday 2 October, from 5pm, At The Pinder Hall, including a Q&A event. 

 

Figure 1: Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan 

A questionnaire was made available alongside the above material to capture feedback, 
available electronically via the Parish website with the option to download and complete 
by hand too.  All summary information material was also made available to view via the 
website.     
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2. Response rate 

A total of 49 responses to the questionnaire were received, the vast majority of which 
(85%) were from residents.  Other respondents included local businesses / organisations, 
and people visiting the area or living nearby and whom regularly travel to Cookham. 

There were slightly more responses from men (51%) than women (47%) with only a 
handful (2%) declining to respond to the question. 

In terms of the age of respondents, there was a very limited response from those people 
aged under 35 (just three responses in total). There was a fairly even split between 
respondents from age groups 36-45, 46-55 and 56-65, but the most common age group 
was over 65, which made up 46.8% of all respondents.  

In addition to those who submitted responses through the survey form 80 people 
attended the four exhibitions.  Comments made by visitors during those events are 
incorporated within this summary write-up. 

 

Figure 2: Age breakdown of respondents to Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire. 
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3. Vision, objectives, and emerging ideas  

The questionnaire asked people to answer whether they felt the emerging vision and 
ideas for each of the objectives were heading in the right direction, and whether they had 
any comments on these.  

3.1 The Vision  

The vision presented to respondents was: 

“Cookham will continue to be a thriving and vibrant community whose 
character, rich heritage and natural assets are protected and enhanced in 
their rural setting separate from Maidenhead, and where the Parish and 
individual neighbourhoods benefit from a distinct identity of their own. 

Already well renowned for its relationship with Stanley Spencer, its rich 
landscape, wildlife habitats and biodiversity will be strengthened and form 

an accessible network of connected green and blue routes around 
Cookham and between settlements. 

All development in the parish will embody the highest principles of 
sustainability and help make it a better place in which to live, work or visit.  
The sense of identity and village life will be strengthened, with a wide range 

of local businesses and community facilities catering for the needs of all.   

Sustainable and active travel measures will make it safer and easier for all 
to move around Cookham and to neighbouring areas, with traffic 

congestion and speed reduction supported by a move towards net-zero 
carbon transport solutions.” 

This received overwhelmingly positive support from respondents, as shown on the figure 
below. 85.1% of respondents felt that the draft vision was heading in the right direction, 
with only 14.9% feeling it was not.  

Comments on the vision included: 

• Concern over the ability of existing infrastructure to cope with increased demand 
from a growing population   

• Acknowledgment of the severity of the traffic issues in Cookham 
• Demand for greater urgency to be placed on tackling climate change.  
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Figure 3: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt the draft vision was heading in the 
right direction  
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3.2 Objectives and Ideas  

Respondents were then asked to answer whether they felt the ideas developed for each 
of the draft objectives were heading in the right direction.  

The draft objectives were presented as:  

• Objective 1: To deliver well-designed, high quality new development that reflects 
the best qualities of the local character 

• Objective 2: To conserve and enhance the natural environment, safeguarding 
biodiversity and important wildlife habitats 

• Objective 3: To retain the rural setting and individual identities of Cookham Village, 
Cookham Rise and Cookham Dean, providing opportunities for all to enjoy and 
benefit from access to the countryside 

• Objective 4: To provide and enhance facilities that maintain and develop the health 
and well-being of the community 

• Objective 5: To minimise local traffic impacts and improve opportunities for people 
of all ages and abilities to walk and cycle 

The response to the survey indicates that the majority (between 75% and 90% in all 
instances) felt that all objectives were heading in the right direction, with some being 
unsure (as shown in Figure 4).   

Figure 4: Bar chart displaying responses to each objective and their ideas  

For each objective, a set of ideas for possible policies or projects in the Plan was 
presented.  Responses to these, along with comments made, are presented overleaf. 
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Ideas set 1 – Design and Development  

Objective 1 was presented as follows: 

“To deliver well-designed, high quality new development that reflects the 
best qualities of the local character” 

The ideas presented included establishing design guidance for new development in 
Cookham, responding to the quality of the historic environment and supporting energy 
efficiency measures in new buildings and the refurbishment of older buildings.  As 
displayed below, the ideas received strong support from respondents. 76.6% of 
respondents felt that they were heading in the right direction, while only 4.3% felt they 
were not.  Around a fifth of respondents (19.1%) were unsure 

This objective, whilst receiving strong support, was also questioned by some, asking how 
new development would help contribute towards objective set 2 around conservation 
and enhancement of the natural environment.  This concern was reflected in the 
comments, with some noting that there should be no new development in Cookham.  
However, the requirement for new development is set in the Local Plan, not the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It is thus important to note that whilst the Neighbourhood Plan is 
not promoting development, it does recognise that development will come forward in 
the Parish, and that if it does, it should be of a good design.  This may be reflected in the 
relatively high level of people who said they were ‘not sure’ about these ideas: whilst they 
may favour good design they not be in favour of new development. 

 

 

Figure 5: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt that ideas set 1 (Design and 
Development) were heading in the right direction 
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Comments on these ideas included: 
 

• There was support for the idea that the Plan should be open to innovative 
approaches to design and development. 

• Priority should be placed on the need for houses to be energy efficient, for 
example by including EV charging points or solar panels. 

• It is important the historic identity of Cookham is maintained, with comments 
suggesting that any proposals for development that do come forward in 
Cookham should respond positively to the quality of the historic environment.  

• One respondents suggested that the Plan should support provision of 
appropriate equestrian facilities in the village to avoid ad hoc mobile stabling 
from appearing in the Green Belt. 
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Ideas set 2 – Environment 

Objective 2 was presented as follows:  

“To conserve and enhance the natural environment, safeguarding 
biodiversity and important wildlife habitats”. 

The ideas presented supported the protection and enhancement of green spaces for 
leisure and recreational purposes, as well as their importance for biodiversity and as 
habitats for wildlife.  Ideas also covered ways in which flooding and drainage might be 
addressed in new development, as well as looking at small-scale, community led energy 
projects.  As displayed below, these ideas received strong support from respondents: 
82.6% suggested they were heading in the right direction, with 17.4% answering not 
sure. Positively, no respondents felt they were not heading in the right direction.  
 

 
Figure 6: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt that ideas set 2 (Environment)) 

were heading in the right direction 

Comments on these ideas included: 
 

• Concern about development extending into green field land. 
• Wide recognition of the importance of Cookham’s green spaces. 
• Support for green spaces where improving wildlife and biodiversity is the focus, 

not just on spaces which benefit humans.  
• Support for the creation of wildlife corridors with new planting and the thickening 

of existing hedges. 
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Ideas set 3 – Landscape and setting  

Objective 3 was presented as follows: 

“To retain the rural setting and individual identities of Cookham Village, 
Cookham Rise and Cookham Dean, providing opportunities for all to enjoy and 

benefit from access to the countryside” 

The ideas presented included the retention of important views of the landscape and the 
separate, and distinctive identities of ‘the Cookhams’ from each other and from 
Maidenhead, whilst maintaining and improving access to the countryside for those on 
foot, bike or horse.  The ideas again received positive feedback: 91.5% felt they were 
heading in the right direction, with 8.5% answering not sure.  There were no respondents 
that felt they were not heading in the right direction.  

 

Figure 7: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt that ideas set 3 (Landscape and 
Setting) were heading in the right direction 

Comments on these ideas included: 
 

• There was strong agreement that any development that compromises the 
existing green gap between Cookham and Maidenhead must be resisted.  

• Access to countryside should be maintained, but efforts should be made to 
create safer shared routes for different users (pedestrians, cyclists, horse-riders).  

• Concern over how the Plan would cater for those who are not able to utilise 
active travel measures to access the countryside. 

• The Plan should actively promote and work with the landowners and 
Commoners to restore the chalk downland in Cockmarsh and Winter Hill. 
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Ideas set 4 – Social and community infrastructure  

Objective 4 was presented as follows:  

“To provide and enhance facilities that maintain and develop the health 
and well-being of the community” 

The ideas presented included the retention of important facilities that support day-to-day 
life as well as supporting provision of new facilities that respond to changing 
demographics, to enhance the quality of outdoor spaces and the retail experience in the 
village centres.  These ideas received strong support from respondents: 80.4% of 
responses indicated that they felt these ideas were heading in the right direction. 
Meanwhile, only 17.4% felt they were unsure, and just 2.2% did not feel the ideas were 
heading in the right direction.  

 
 

Figure 8: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt that ideas set 4 (Social and 
Community Infrastructure) were heading in the right direction 

Comments on these ideas included: 
 

• The provision of new infrastructure is important as new housing development will 
lead to increased pressure on infrastructure.  In particular, the provision of a new 
medical centre should be a priority (this may need further review as it is 
understood that the Medical Centre feels it is able to cope with the additional 
demands placed upon it from new development proposed in the Local Plan: 
indeed the RBWM Infrastructure Delivery Plan does not specifically refer to a need 
for additional health care provision in Cookham, but does suggest that if new 
facilities are needed in the borough, then these could be provided through more 
efficient use of existing buildings and land, and that, if appropriate, CIL and S106 
funding might be used to help provide for such facilities). 

• Concern about how realistic the ideas are given the experience of facilities (e.g.: 
Banks) having been lost in the past.    
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Ideas set 5 – Access and movement  

Objective 5 was presented as follows: 

“To minimise local traffic impacts and improve opportunities for people of 
all ages and abilities to walk and cycle” 

The ideas presented include support for increased use of walking and cycling for short 
journeys, improving safety for pedestrians, and looking at strategies that help relieve 
traffic congestion and the speed of traffic, manage parking and design this to be sensitive 
to the environment.  This set of ideas also received a strong level of support: 91.5% of 
responses felt that they were heading in the right direction, with 6.4% answering not sure, 
and only 2.1% answering no.  

 

Figure 9: Pie chart displaying responses to whether respondents felt that ideas set 5 (Access and 
Movement) were heading in the right direction 

Comments on these ideas included: 
 

• Concern was expressed regarding several traffic related issues including; 
o Narrow roads creating congestion and accidents, particularly along The 

Pound, some suggesting it should be one-way, but others not.  Although 
there is no consensus as to the solution, it is agreed that interventions are 
required.  

o Trouble with finding parking spaces, and existing parking on roads 
leading to safety issues and further congestion. 

o Consideration should be given to improving parking provision at The 
Moor and in such a way that responds sensitively to the environment. 

o The need for measures which control the speed of vehicles, with Dean 
Lane noted as a particularly dangerous spot   

• Support for improved pedestrian and cycling routes. 
• Support for electric vehicle charging points     
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4. General Comments  

Respondents were given the opportunity to make any other general comments about 
the draft vision or any ideas.  
 
The responses suggested: 
 

• There was some concern expressed that Objective 1 (Design and Development ) 
may undermine Objective 2 (Environment) i.e. supporting development would 
inevitably lead to destruction of environment.  However, it is not the purpose of 
the Neighbourhood Plan to promote new development, but rather to shape this 
such that if development does come forward in the future it is reflective of the 
character and qualities of Cookham. 

• Concern expressed over the ability of Cookham’s existing infrastructure to cope 
with the increased pressure that would come from new development (for 
example, in respect of the road network and the Medical Centre).   

• There should be a greater commitment to tackling climate issues through the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

• There should be a focus on issues surrounding speeding, congestion, and 
accidents due to car use.  Some comments recommended introducing measures 
such as limiting HGVs through the area and introducing a 20-mile an hour limit. 

• One respondent outlined a number of suggestions for how CIL funding should 
be distributed, which could be incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan as 
projects/apparitions.  Suggestions included;  

o Increasing tree cover in the Parish, including woodland planting on the 
Alfred Major Field. 

o A ‘round-Cookham’ cycle and horse-riding route. 

o Improvements to and contributions to new sporting facilities. 

o Working with the National Trust to support the ongoing maintenance of 
The Moor. 

o It was also suggested that opportunities could be made to provide a new 
pedestrian route via Poundfield and thus away from The Pound, which 
might be a safer walking route away from traffic.  This could include 
access to new public open space. 

• One respondent suggested that the Plan could support provision of premises for 
local businesses for people wishing to work close to home, and that these should 
reflect high standards of sustainability in development, with the retrofitting of 
existing buildings to achieve zero carbon standards also supported.   

• Some commented that it is important that the ideas are translated into effective 
policy with requirements clearly set out, providing clarity for applicants and 
decision makers, and thus helping to achieve the aims and objectives of the 
community.    
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5. Conclusions 

This consultation signalled strong support for the draft vision, objectives and ideas within 
the Cookham Neighbourhood Plan.   

More than 85% of respondents indicated that the vision was heading in the right 
direction, with the objectives and associated ideas also being well received: between 75-
90% of all respondents indicated that they felt these were heading in the right direction.  

However, and although Objective 1 received strong support (75% saying it was heading 
in the right direction), this was lower than the other objectives and ideas.  Some felt that 
Objective 1 (Design and Development) may undermine Objective 2 (Environment), noting 
that any development would inevitably impact on the quality of the environment.  This 
conundrum is recognised by the Neighbourhood Planning group.  However, it is 
important to note that the Neighbourhood Plan is not establishing a figure for new 
growth, nor allocating sites for development.  That is the remit of RBWM who, through 
the Local Plan, is allocating three sites for development in Cookham.  What the policies in 
the Neighbourhood Plan will be seeking to do is shape and influence these such that they 
respond to the best qualities of Cookham and contribute to wider improvements to the 
quality of place and environment for the benefit of all. 

It is clear from this consultation that respondents feel the impact of traffic congestion is 
of particular concern in Cookham.  The Pound and Dean Lane were singled out as specific 
locations where traffic related issues should be addressed.  These are not strictly land 
use planning matters but could be considered through a wider project: alongside the 
Neighbourhood Plan a wider traffic plan could be prepared for Cookham, looking at these 
issues in more detail, but also set in the context of wider change and travel behaviours 
that we might see in the future.  Such a plan would be subject to consultation with the 
community and with RBWM as highways authority. 

Further prevalent issues raised through this consultation were the need to respond to 
the threat of climate change.  Solutions put forward included the introduction of electric 
vehicle charging points and promoting energy efficient design.  

A number of project ideas were also put forward by one respondent towards which the 
neighbourhood portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy payable on development 
could be directed.  These ideas will need to be subject to further review. 
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Appendix: Consultation Material 

This appendix copies of material prepared for the consultation, including: 
 

A. Flyers distributed to all households 
B. Advert placed in the Parish Magazine delivered to all households 
C. Consultation page of the Cookham Parish Council / Neighbourhood Plan website 
D. Display material 
E. Questionnaire 
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A: Flyer 
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B: Magazine Advert 
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C: Parish Council Website - Consultation Page 

Note: relevant section highlighted red 
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D: Display Material 
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E: Questionnaire 

Note: this was also available electronically for completion online via Google Forms 
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