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COOKHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Initial Consultation 
Summary Report, April 2021 

1. Introduction 

This document presents a summary of the consultation undertaken in March and April 
2021.  It is broken down to reflect the structure of and responses to questions on this.  It 
includes, in the appendix, copies of material made available during the consultation 
period. 

Initial consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan was launched on 8 March 2021 and ran 
for a period of five weeks, closing on 11 April.  The launch included distribution of a 
summary leaflet to all households in the Parish, placement of an advertisement in the 
Parish newsletter, printing and display of information boards and banners located 
around the Parish, as well as a video message uploaded to the Neighbourhood Planning 
page of the Parish Council website. 

The information boards introduced the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan, what it can and 
can’t do, its relationship with the Local Plan being prepared by RB Windsor and 
Maidenhead, and asked for ideas on a future vision for the Parish as well as potential 
areas of focus for policies within the Neighbourhood Plan. 

A questionnaire was made available alongside the above material to capture feedback, 
available electronically via the Parish website with the option to download and complete 
by hand too.  All summary information material was also made available to view via the 
website.  

Responses to ‘free-form’ survey questions are summarised in this report through the use 
of word clouds: which are images based on the frequency of words given in the answers, 
with the more regularly occurring the word, the bigger and bolder it appears in the word 
cloud.  Further supporting material is included in the appendix. 

In parallel to the above a poster competition was launched for pupils of local primary 
school.  Entry forms were distributed to the schools and made available on the Parish 
website for download and return. 

It should be noted that this paper reports on the comments made during the 
consultation, the merits of which will need to be considered further before being 
incorporated in the Neighbourhood Plan, including whether they are land-use matters 
that can be addressed through policy, or whether they are already addressed through 
national or Local Plan policies.  
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2. Response rate 

A total of 398 responses to the questionnaire were received, the vast majority of which 
(91%) were from residents (including those whom live and work in Cookham).  Other 
respondents included local businesses / organisations, and people visiting the area or 
living nearby and whom regularly travel to Cookham. 

Based on total households (with a usual resident) in the Parish this represents a response 
rate of around 17%. 

There were slightly more responses from women (54%) than men (44%) with only a 
handful (2%) declining to respond to the question. 

In terms of the age of respondents, there was a very limited response from those people 
aged under 26 (just five responses in total), with a fairly even split between those in the 
36-45, 46-55, 56-65 and over 65 age groups. 

As a balance to this, the poster competition sought to raise the profile of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and engagement with this in younger members of the community 
(as well as their parents and guardians).  Entries were received from 34 children of 
primary school age in Cookham. 

 

Figure 1: Age breakdown of respondents to Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire. 
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3. ‘Likes and Dislikes’ 

The questionnaire asked people to list the top three things they like or value about 
Cookham, and the three main issues or challenges that they feel impact upon quality of 
life in Cookham.  The responses are presented by way of word clouds in Figures 2 and 3. 

 

Figure 2: Word cloud of responses to things people like and value about Cookham 

 

 

Figure 3: Word cloud of responses to issues and challenges faced in Cookham that impact on quality of life 

 

  

the pound 



COOKHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The responses indicate that the things people like or value most about Cookham are: 

• It’s strong sense of community and rural identity. 
• The village atmosphere, reflected in proximity to the countryside (and river) and 

beautiful scenery, as well as presence of services and facilities to support local life. 
• The presence of the train station was cited as a positive (though acknowledging 

that services are limited).  
• Attractive buildings and green spaces, and the tranquillity of these. 

Key challenges or issues identified include: 

• Traffic congestion and the speed of traffic, including traffic along The Pound and 
that using Cookham as a ‘cut-through’. 

• Limited car parking. 
• Concern about the ‘over-development’ of Cookham and the pressure of new 

development on local services and facilities, as well as the resulting increase in 
traffic this would bring. 

• Loss of green areas from new development and risk of encroachment into the 
green belt. 

• Concern about the increasing occurrence of littering and the need for more bins 
to dispose of dog poo.  
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4. A vision for Cookham 

The questionnaire asked people to consider the future and what their vision for Cookham 
might be.  This was framed around two questions, one asking respondents to imagine 
they were the ‘Mayor of Cookham’ for one day and to suggest one thing they would do to 
influence change, the other asking for three words to be provided that best describe their 
vision for Cookham in the future.  The responses are presented by way of word clouds in 
Figures 4 and 5. 

 

Figure 4: Word cloud of responses to ‘Mayor for the Day’ question 

 

Figure 5: Word cloud of responses to question asking people to describe their vision for Cookham 

the pound 
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The most regularly occurring words cited by respondents in their vision for Cookham 
were ‘community’, ‘green’, ‘village’, ‘rural’ and ‘peaceful’. 

The responses indicate that: 

• The natural beauty of the area and accessibility to the countryside should be 
retained, with the essence of the Parish as depicted in the paintings by Stanley 
Spencer and described as ‘the village from heaven’ reinforced. 

• The identity of Cookham, as distinct from Maidenhead, should be retained. 
• That traffic calming measures should be introduced that help reduce congestion 

and reduce speeds, making for a safer and more pleasant environment for all. 
• That further housing development should be resisted where possible, but where 

development does happen, then it should reflect the high quality of the built 
environment.  Where new housing does come forward it should provide 
affordable homes for younger families. 

• The environment should be cared for, protecting areas of biodiversity, with 
Cookham being an environmental exemplar. 

• Cookham should retain its village feel and identity, with support for local 
businesses along the High Street, and facilities provided for all people of all ages. 
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5. Potential areas of focus for the Plan 

The information material presented five potential areas of importance to focus on in the 
Plan and asked respondents to say how they felt about these on a scale of one to five, 
with one being ‘very important’ and five being ‘very unimportant’.  The potential areas of 
focus, which are set in the context of a ‘village identity’, had been identified based on 
earlier analysis of the area and were summarised as: 

• Area 1: Design and Development – Development should be of a high quality, well-
designed and energy efficient. 

• Area 2: Environment – The natural environment should be conserved and 
enhanced, with biodiversity and important wildlife habitats safeguarded. 

• Area 3: Landscape and Setting – The rural setting and individual identities of 
Cookham Village, Cookham Rise and Cookham Dean should be retained. 

• Area 4: Social and Community Infrastructure – Local centres, public spaces, 
services and facilities that support the health and well-being of the community 
should be retained and enhanced. 

• Area 5: Transport – Traffic congestion and parking challenges should be minimised 
and better opportunities provided for people to walk and cycle. 

Reponses are presented in Figure 6 and ratify these as important areas of focus for the 
Plan, with all areas being rated as important or very important by more than 90% of all 
respondents. 

 

Figure 6: Importance of identified areas of potential focus for the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Respondents were provided with the opportunity to comment on the suggested areas of 
focus.  Many responded to confirm agreement for all of the suggested areas, others to 
elaborate on particular points, including: 

• Concerns about new development in Cookham, and that if development should 
take place, then the priority should be on brownfield as opposed to greenfield 
sites, that the green belt and green areas between settlements should be 
preserved. 

• Traffic volume and speeds should be addressed, particularly along The Pound, 
which is considered dangerous for people walking or cycling.  Safer routes for 
walking and cycling should be provided, as well as charging points for electric 
vehicles, supporting a change to cleaner and greener transport options. 

• The rural character and landscape setting of Cookham should be preserved, with 
any new development designed to ‘fit in’ and areas of wildlife and biodiversity 
protected and enhanced. 

• There is a need for supporting infrastructure, including that for younger members 
of the community, and any new development should go hand in hand with 
delivery of necessary infrastructure. 

• The appearance of the retail parade in Cookham Rise could be improved and 
initiatives introduced in all local centres that make them more attractive for 
people to spend time in and support local businesses, potentially including 
measures such as traffic reduction, pedestrianisation (at certain times) and other 
measures that attract and support local and independent businesses. 

Respondents were also provided with an opportunity to suggest other ideas for 
consideration in the Neighbourhood Plan.  Many repeated and restated points made 
above, though other suggestions were also made, not all of which are land-use and 
development matters which can be addressed through policy, but which could be 
considered within wider projects for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan: 

• Need to address increased littering in the area, particularly in parks and open 
spaces, which has increased since the first ‘lock-down’ introduced in response to 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 

• Concerns about flooding and sewerage capacity, and the impact that any new 
development might have on this. 

• Where new housing is needed, this should be ‘sustainable’ and affordable. 
• Internet / broadband / mobile connections need improving to support increasing 

occurrence of home working / schooling. 
• Traffic calming required across the Parish. 
• Need for health care facilities and amenities for the ‘youth’. 
• Requirement for improved parking provision. 
• Support for energy efficiency measures. 
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6. Poster competition 

The poster competition generated entries from 34 primary-age school children across 
the Parish. 

 

Figure 7: Extract from one of the poster competition entries 

 

Themes emerging from the poster entries include: 

• Recognition of green spaces and areas for play and relaxation. 
• Relationship with and proximity to water and the riverfront. 
• The importance of the environment, expressed through trees, allotments, 

planting of wildflowers (particularly in recognition of the role in supporting bees 
and pollination), wildlife corridors (e.g.: safe routes for hedgehogs), caring for 
wildlife, solar panels (including those on buildings), recycling and charging points 
for electric vehicles, as well as shops that provide opportunities to refill containers 
and minimise use of plastic. 

Some entries looked a very long way into the future, envisaging flying robots, houses and 
cars! 
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7. Conclusions 

The initial consultation undertaken generated an excellent response rate from across the 
community and signalled strong support for the potential areas of focus for policies (and 
projects) within the Neighbourhood Plan.  The responses received also helped to draw 
out key messages about life in Cookham and how it might change over the next ten to 
fifteen years. 

Many respondents expressed concern about future housing development within 
Cookham and whilst it is not the remit of this Neighbourhood Plan to establish growth 
figures nor the location of future development (which is the role of the Local Plan being 
prepared by RB Windsor and Maidenhead) it can explore how new development might 
respond to local identity, responding positively to the best qualities of the built and 
natural environment.  This is reflected in the suggested areas of focus for the Plan. 

It is clear from responses that the ‘village feel’ of the area is highly valued, reflected in the 
community spirit, access to countryside, green and open spaces, and presence of local 
services and facilities.  At the same time this is under threat, from traffic congestion, 
safety and pollution associated with this, concerns about loss of green space from 
development and the merging of Cookham with Maidenhead, a lack of support for local 
businesses and insufficient community facilities. 

Reflecting the feedback a draft ‘vision statement’ has been prepared, which would frame 
the areas of focus in the Neighbourhood Plan, the policies and projects flowing from this.  
The draft vision Statement is: 

Cookham will continue to be a thriving and vibrant community whose character, rich 
heritage and natural assets are protected and enhanced in their rural setting separate 
from Maidenhead, and where the Parish and individual neighbourhoods benefit from a 
distinct identity of their own. 

Already well renowned for its relationship with Stanley Spencer, its rich landscape, 
wildlife habitats and biodiversity will be strengthened and form an accessible network 
of connected green and blue routes around Cookham and between settlements. 

New development in the parish, embodying the highest principles of sustainability, will 
help make it a better place in which to live, work or visit.  The sense of identity and 
village life will be strengthened, with a wide range of local businesses and community 
facilities catering for the needs of all.   

Sustainable and active travel measures will make it safer and easier for all to move 
around Cookham and to neighbouring areas, with traffic congestion and speed 
reduction supported by a move towards net-zero carbon transport solutions. 
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Appendix 1: The Questionnaire 
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Appendix 2: Leaflet 
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Appendix 3: Information Posters 
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Appendix 4: Newspaper Advert 

 

 

  

#ourcookham

9JCV�UJQWNF�%QQMJCO�DG�NKMG�KP�VGP�VQ�ƒHVGGP�[GCTUŨ�VKOG!
9JCV�LQDU�YKNN�RGQRNG�FQ!��
*QY�CPF�YJGTG�YKNN�RGQRNG�NKXG�CPF�YQTM!��
*QY�YKNN�YG�UJQR!��
9JGTG�YKNN�YG�IQ�HQT�NGKUWTG�CPF�TGETGCVKQP!��
*QY�YKNN�YG�OQXG�CDQWV!
The Parish Council is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan.  It will establish 
development policies setting out how we, the community, wish to see 
Cookham changed in the future.  Once ‘made’ it will be used to inform 
and help determine planning applications in Cookham.  It can also 
identify important projects that we’d like to see delivered, such as 
improvements to community facilities.
Please tell us how you’d like to see Cookham change and evolve in the 
future by completing the questionnaire by 11th April 2021.
Link to questionnaire: www.tiny.cc/cookham
See the website for more information: 
www.cookhamparishcouncil.org.uk/crbst_18.html

Your COOKHAM, Your Plan

Source: Mahmood Suleiman

Source: Mahmood Suleiman
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Appendix 5: Poster Competition Entry Form 
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Appendix 6: Parish Council Website Consultation Page 
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Appendix 7: Banners (selected images) 
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Appendix 8: Questionnaire Responses 

This appendix includes a breakdown of the ‘key words’ appearing in responses to survey 
questions presented in the word clouds in the main body of the report.  Where key words 
have appeared in different forms these have been combined (e.g.: ‘sense of community’ 
and ‘community spirt’ have been combined as ‘community’). 

 

Figure 8: Occurrence of key words in response to question about things people like or value about Cookham 

 

 

Figure 9: Occurrence of key words in response to question about things people see as issues in Cookham 
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Figure 10: Occurrence of key words and themes in response to ‘Mayor for the Day’ question 

 

 

Figure 11: Occurrence of key words and themes in response to ‘Vision’ question 
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